Presentation detailing a second industrial park is slated a second time
By Rosemary Horvath

The Clare Sentinel

CLARE – Chairman of the Clare Industrial Development Corporation may the know costs to extend water and sewer lines and build a water tower on the city’s north end to service a second industrial park when city commissioners meet Feb. 15.
An IDC presentation is tentatively listed on the agenda.

Chairman Jim Allen, formerly a Clare City commissioner, said city engineers are “working on the numbers,” but maintained last week that he couldn’t say for sure if estimates can be ready to present at the next meeting.

A presentation had been pulled from the November agenda after Commissioner Tom Koch asked for cost analysis of developing a new manufacturing site on Colonville Road or enlarging the city’s industrial park located at the south end.

“Don’t even come to the meeting without doing your diligence,” Tom Koch hastened to say as if IDC members were part of his telephone interview with The Clare Sentinel Feb. 4.

Koch missed an unadvertised November gathering with commissioners and the IDC at The Doherty Hotel. Queried whether it was a public meeting, Koch said the city attorney warned commissioners not to discuss the proposal since more than three were there “to gather information.”
Allen said Thursday that discussion was only about “a concept” for a second industrial park.

One question Koch intends to pose to the IDC has to do with costs to taxpayers.

Weight restrictions are applied to Colonville Road throughout winter. To allow semi-tractors to travel from the highway to a new park the city and/or county road commission would have to rebuild Colonville into an all-season Class A road.
The development site the IDC seems to favor has 40 undeveloped acres located in a 200-acre tract owned by IDC member, local developer and manufacturer Ron Kunse.

“Some of the 40 acres is wetlands,” Koch said. “Jim Allen has not walked that property and I don’t believe we would be able to build on all of it.”

Until he hears details that would change his mind, Koch favors extending the existing industrial park by buying more land from Jerry Russell.

“Jerry Russell owns property that the city can buy to unlock another 17 acres the city currently owns. The property is located behind the fruit market at the south end of town before you get to the roundabout.”

Engineer Craig Goodrich with Gourdie-Fraser Inc. of Traverse City confirmed last week he is getting estimates at the city’s request. “I don’t have any answers if it will be ready,” he said. “I’m putting together estimated costs for infrastructure – sewer and water, mostly. It is not my decision where an industrial park would go.”
Asked why there appears to be roadblocks to information, City Manager Ken Hibl explained the IDC is a private entity and not subject to the Open Meetings Act. Essentially, the IDC doesn’t have “to share information” with the public, he said.

“It’s a private corporation. It’s been the city’s agent for industrial development. The city doesn’t pay members for services. All the members are volunteers and picked by the IDC. The mayor and city manager have two positions on the board for the primary reason is to be liaison between the IDC and commission. The IDC can raise their own funds and expend funds.”   
The Gourdie-Fraser engineering firm has been working with the developer’s engineer (Ron Kunse) “and looking at ways for cost sharing and reimbursement,” Hibl said.

He added that the developer “would pick up the vast majority of costs of an infrastructure.”

In December the IDC board recommended developing the north end location, according to Hibl, stressing that “it’s up to the City Commission to decide what to go with. And nothing binds them to go with a continued relationship with the IDC.” 

A plan to develop more industrial land began six years ago when six or seven sites were discussed. The city has light manufacturing primarily that is neighbor friendly but involves heavy truck traffic and other things associated with industry, Hibl said.
The city decided to establish one location for companies to relocate. An advantage is to have suppliers and warehousing close to manufacturers.  

The city’s industrial park is not state certified nor will a new one be, Hibl said. “We don’t meet the criteria for certification and I don’t know if there is any advantage of having certification. It’s hard to argue with the success we’ve had.”
